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The VI Plenary Session of the Parliamentary Assem-
bly of the Mediterranean (PAM) was held in Pal-
ermo, Italy, on 29 October, 2011, during which a 
new President was elected. It was preceded by the 

6th Meeting of the Standing Committees on 27-28 
October, during which the delegates from the PAM 
member  states’  national parliaments discussed the 
Reports and Resolutions presented by the rappor-

teurs of the topics assigned within the framework of 
the three Standing Committees of the Assembly.  
The Plenary Session was hosted by the Presidents of 
the Italian Senate and Chamber of Deputies, Hon. 

Renato Schifani and Hon. Gianfranco Fini respec-
tively. 

For PAM this was a particularly challenging year 
following the developments in some member states 
on the Southern shore of the Mediterranean. The 
Plenary Session represented an ideal regional forum 

where parliamentarians had the opportunity to focus 
on the most important issues that required immediate 
attention and action. The debate centred on the fu-
ture of the region and the aspirations of the peoples 

who have undertaken the process for a more partici-
pative governance of their countries.  
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The VI Plenary Session of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Mediterranean also expressed its 
gratitude to H.E. Abdelwahed Radi (Morocco), who 
has completed his term in Office and was elected to 

the prestigious post of President of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, the international body gather-
ing all the National Parliaments of the world. The 
delegates also adopted the Reports and Resolutions, 

which were further debated for their final tuning, at 
the meetings of the Standing Committees during the 
two days prior to the Assembly.  

In Palermo, PAM members deliberated on a wide 
range of issues, such as the Peace Process in the 

Middle East, the democratic transition in North Af-
rica, vis-à-vis Libya, Tunisia and Egypt, the situa-
tion in Syria, the constitutional reform process in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and also the need to sup-

port sustainable socio-economic development in the 
region.  

The delegates were also addressed by a number of 
high-level speakers, and representatives from inter-
national organizations such as the UN, the Holy 
See, FAO, PUIC and OSCE.// 
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FORMER JORDANIAN PRIME MINISTER 

 ELECTED PAM PRESIDENT 
 

H.E. Fayez Al-Tarawneh, has been unanimously elected President of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Mediterranean at the end of the VI PAM Plenary Session held in Palermo, Italy, on 29 October 
2011. He will take over from H.E. Abdelwahed Radi (Morocco) on completion of his term of Office.  

 

The new PAM President Al-Tarawneh, is a former Prime 
Minister of Jordan, former Head of the Royal Court and Vice-
Chairman of the Council of Representatives. He is also 
member of the Jordanian Parliament delegation to PAM. 

 

He was nominated by the South Geo-political Group of the 
PAM Assembly during an extraordinary meeting held prior to 
the Plenary Session in Palermo, on 28 October 2011.   

 

H.E. Al-Tarawneh has dedicated his political career to social 
justice, freedom, democracy and respect for the rule of law. 
He is also in favour of political reform through the revision of 
some constitutional articles and the formulation of a modern 
elections law that meets and fulfills all community groups’ 
aspirations. From an economic point of view he focuses on the 
fight against unemployment, through the creation of job 
opportunities for the youth and debt reduction as well as the 
encouragement of investment, and the development of the 

tourism sector.  

 

In his inaugural speech, H.E. Al-Tarawneh thanked outgoing President Radi for his dedication to PAM 
in a time of crisis in the region and wished him every success for his election as President of the 
Interparliamentary Union.  H.E. Al-Tarawneh underlined the fact that all Reports and Resolutions were 
unanimously adopted by the delegates of the Assembly and expressed his commitment to see this 
agreement spill over to national governments in order to create further synergies and cooperation.  
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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Senator FAYEZ TARAWNEH 

President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean  

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION  

Name:   Fayez Ahmed Mahmoud Tarawneh 

Date of Birth:  1/5/1949 

Place of Birth:  Amman — Jordan 

Marital Status: Married with 3 children (Zaid, Alia, Dana) 

 

EDUCATION 

High School :  Bishop's School - Amman (1967) 

BSc Economics: University of Jordan (1971) 

MA Economics: University of Southern California (USC) (1974) 

PhD Economics: University of Southern California (USC) (1980) 

EXPERIENCE 

Assistant Chief of Royal Protocol  (1971- 1980)    

(Director of office of Her Majesty late Queen Alia Alhussien) 

Economic Secretary to the Prime Minister       (1980-1984) 

Economic Advisor to the Prime Minister       (1984-1987) 

Minister of State for Prime Ministry Affairs      (1987-1988) 

Minister of Supplies        (1988-1989) 

Member of the Jordanian Delegation to the Peace Process    (14/11/1991 - 15/6/1993) 

Ambassador of Jordan to the U.S.A      (1/1/1993 - 18/3/1997) 

Chief of the Jordanian Delegation to the Peace Process (15/6/1993 - 25/10/1994) 

Minister of Foreign Affairs        (18/3/1997-16/3/1998)  

Chief of the Royal  Court        (16/3/1998-20/8/1998) 

Prime Minister         (20/8/1998-4/3/1999) 

S e n at or  ( 1 7/ 3 /1 9 9 9- 1 3/ 1/ 2 00 0 )  

President of the Jordanian Diplomatic Club      (5/12/1999- 1/12/2003) 

Chief of the Royal Court  (13/1/2000 - 9/3/2003) 

S e n at e            ( 9/ 3/ 2 00 3 /… ….)  

Member of the Higher Council of Interpretation of the Constitution  (4/12/2003 - 27/12/2004) 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees for King Hussein bin Talal University  (19/8/1999 - 2010) 

 

CURRENT POSITION 

Senate         (9/3/2003 - ………) 

Deputy Chairman of the Board of Trustees for      

King Abdullah II Award of Excellence      (15/3/2004 - …….)   

  

AWARDED MEDALS 

Supreme Order of the Renaissance (AL Nanda) 

Supreme Order of the Star of Jordan (AL Kawkab) 

Supreme Order of the Independence (AL Istiqlal) 

Various Arab and foreign medals 
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ENERGY ISSUES CRUCIAL TO REGIONAL STABILITY - 

PAM Conference ‘MEDITERRANEAN ENERGY HIGHWAYS: AN URGENT NEED’ 
Naples, Italy 17 November, 2011 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean has organized within 

the framework of the PAM Panel on 

External Trade and Investments in the 

Mediterranean (PAM 2nd Standing 

Committee for Economic, Social and 

Environmental issues), a high-profile 

conference on ―Mediterranean Energy 

Highways: an urgent need‖. The 

event, held in Naples under the aus-

pices of the Association of Mediterra-

nean Regulators for Electricity and 

Gas (MEDREG), a PAM observer 

organization, and sponsored by 

TERNA S.p.A. (the Italian owner and 

operator of the National Electricity 

Transmission Grid), is part of the 

PAM Panel’s sectoral strategy with 

the aim to support the creation of a Mediterranean energy Community.  

 

The event, presided by Pam Vice-President, Senator Francesco Amoruso (Italy) and the co-chair of the 

PAM Panel, Mrs. Teresa Ribeiro (Portugal), was coordinated by Eng. Alessandro Ortis, in charge of the 

Energy Sectoral Group within the PAM Panel. 

 

PAM Vice President, Sen. Francesco Amoruso (Italy) in his address to the participants underlined the im-

portance of economic recovery in the region stating that ―it is fundamental for the social and political sta-

bility of all the states of the Mediterranean region on both the Northern and Southern shores‖. 

 

The Group dedicated to Energy within the PAM Panel is the first to meet and discuss strategic issues 

which are ―fundamental not only for the economic development of the entire region, but also for the secu-

rity of all the Mediterranean citizens‖, PAM Secretary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi stated. He added that, 

within this context, PAM is ready to give its support to the High-level Group on Sustainable Energy for 

all, launched at the beginning of November, by the UN Secretary General, H.E. Ban  Ki-moon, himself.  

 

Eng. Alessandro Ortis, coordinator of the PAM Panel Energy Group and Hon-

orary President of MEDREG, said that ―there is an urgent need to promote 

clear, stable, coordinated, harmonized and efficient legislative and regulatory 

frameworks, in order to induce and protect the necessary infrastructure invest-

ments in the Mediterranean. All this for the benefit of the surrounding coun-

tries and their respective continents of belonging‖.  

 

In his concluding remarks, Eng. Ortis called for increased cooperation be-

tween the two shores of the Mediterranean which raises very important chal-

lenges that need to be addressed in a coordinated manner, through the setting 

up of a new financial instrument that might be led by the European Bank for 
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Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and 

through a governance structure where all Medi-

terranean countries would give a substantial 

contribution, while other international financial 

institutions could play an implementing role in 

activating this new financial instrument.  

 

Participants were also addressed by, among 

others, key-speakers from Government Institu-

tions and Regional/International Organisations 

and Operators from Algeria, Italy, Morocco, 

Spain, Tunisia, Turkey, the UN, the EU, ME-

DREG, ENTSO-E, TERNA, EBDR, the World 

Bank, and INFRAMED.  

  

The Naples PAM Energy Meeting dedicated its 

discussions to the ―Integration of the electricity 

networks and of the gas networks in the Medi-

terranean‖, and also tackled issues of coordina-

tion and cooperation among all the relevant 

parties.  

PAM maintains that the challenges concerning 

the Mediterranean region, and in particular a 

rising energy +demand and the need for envi-

ronmental protection, should be tackled with 

the best commitment of all stakeholders, 

strengthening the dialogue, the collaboration 

and cooperation (within the countries and at the 

regional, international and global level) be-

tween Institutions (Parliaments, Governments, 

Regulators), public and private operators 

(education, research and development, industry, 

trading, finance, communication), consumers, and 

their Associations and Representative Organizations. 

In this context, electricity and gas interconnections 

represent the more concrete means allowing interna-

tional energy cooperation in terms of trade and en-

ergy exchanges among countries of the region. 

The next sectoral meeting of the PAM Panel will 

deal with Financial Instruments and Investments in 

the Mediterranean, and will be held in France in 

March 2012.  

 

PAM Conference launches  the new 

Mediterranean Energy Association - 

METSO 
 

The Association of the Mediterranean Transport 

System Operators (METSO) was launched in 

Naples, Italy, on the occasion of the international 

high-level conference on ―Mediterranean energy 

Highways: an urgent need‖, organized by the Parlia-

mentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) on 

17 November 2011. 

  

The aim of METSO is to facilitate the dialogue and 

cooperation between the Transport Sys-

tem Operators and the Institutions in 

order to promote a coordinated and pro-

active development of the electricity 

grids and of the Mediterranean connec-

tions.  

  

The Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Mediterranean, through its Energy 

group, within the PAM Panel on Exter-

nal Trade and Investments in the Medi-

terranean, has taken a leading regional 

role, in gathering the major stake-

holders of the energy sector in order to 

facilitate the consolidation of a stable, 

harmonized regulation plan that can 

guarantee a sustainable development in 

all the Mediterranean countries. 

 

The METSO project was set up with the assistance 

of TERNA SpA, the Italian TSO, the Algerian elec-

tric company SONELGAZ and the Tunisian electric 

company STEG, and MEDREG.  
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AUSTRIAN  AND TUNISIAN AMBASSADORS 

 VISIT PAM SECRETARIAT IN MALTA  
 

The Austrian Ambassador to Malta, H.E. Petra Maria Schneebauer, and Tunisian Ambassador to Malta, 
H.E. Souad Gupaid paid a courtesy call on the Secretary General of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Mediterranean, Dr. Sergio Piazzi, on 8 and 23 November, 
2011. 

Dr. Schneebauer and Dr. Piazzi discussed current issues of 
common interest to both Austria and the Mediterranean states, 
focusing mainly on the changes taking place in some PAM 
member countries on the Southern shores of the region, as 
well as, the economic difficulties countries along the northern 
shores of the Mediterranean are facing.  

―We are particularly watchful to the economic issues of our 
member states and we are dealing with this aspect through the 
PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediter-
raean‖, Dr. Piazzi said.  

She congratulated PAM for the successful outcome of the VI 
Plenary Session held in Palermo. She also showed her appreciation for the daily press review compiled by 
the PAM Secretariat, which is an important tool for diplomatic missions to follow current events in the re-
gion.  

 

Ms Gueblaoui, the Tunisian Ambassador, and Dr. Piazzi discussed current issues of common interest in 
the Mediterranean region, and mainly on the developments taking place in Tunisia itself.   
 
The meeting focused on the excellent cooperation established between PAM and the Tunisian authorities since 
the inception of the Assembly, and on the most appropriate way forward to further strengthen PAM – Tunisia 

relations, following the election of the Constituent Assembly and the desig-
nation of its President, Mr. Ben Jaafar. 

The role and the involvement of Tunisia in the development of the 
PAM Panel on External Trade and Investments in the Mediterranean, 
were also discussed.  In this context the visit of the European Bank for 
Riconstruction and Development (EBRD) Vice-President, Dr. Riccardo 
Puliti, to PAM Headquarters, in Malta, represented an excellent opportu-
nity to fine tune the support of the PAM network in the region, to Tunisia’s 
maritime connections, electric grid and job creation efforts. 

Other fields of cooperation, in which the Assembly has built a solid ex-
perience, have also been discussed, and these include education, voca-
tional training and the development of Small and Medium enterprises. 

Ms Gueblaoui and Dr. Piazzi have also agreed to propose to the Tunisian 
authorities, a high-level visit of a PAM delegation, led by PAM Presi-
dent, Sen. Fayez Al-Tarawneh (Jordan), to meet with the new President 

of Tunisia, Mr. Marzouki, the new Minister of Economy and Finances, the President of the Central Bank, as 
well as main industrialists and other economic actors.  
 
PAM holds regular meetings with Head of Missions represented in Malta, in Geneva and New York, in 
order to update them on the activities of the Assembly and to consolidate the relations with all those coun-
tries interested in and committed to peace, stability and security in the Mediterranean.  
 
The next meeting for the Diplomatic Corps in Malta will be held on 12 January, 2012 at the PAM Head-
quarters.  
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PAM AND THE EBRD DISCUSS INFRASTRUCTURE 

 PROJECTS FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN 
 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) and the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) discussed forms of cooperation during a meeting held at the PAM Headquarters in 

Malta on 2 November, 2011. 
 
PAM Secretary General, Dr. Sergio Piazzi, accompanied by PAM Senior Adviser on Energy, Eng. Ales-
sandro Ortis, welcomed Dr. Riccardo Puliti, Managing Director and Head of Energy and Natural Resources 

of the EBRD, with whom issues of interest for the Mediterranean region were tackled. 
 
Dr. Piazzi explained the role that PAM 
has acquired in the region and referred 

to the many topics being dealt with 
together with the delegations and par-
liamentarians of the Assembly’s mem-
ber states. PAM Secretary General 

also referred to the achievements ob-
tained by the PAM Panel on External 
Trade and Investments in the Mediter-
ranean, which is an ongoing process 

gaining further momentum in its op-
erational strategy. Dr. Piazzi also in-
vited Dr. Puliti to the forthcoming 
PAM international high-level confer-

ence on the ―Development and inte-
gration of energy networks in the 
Mediterranean basin‖, to be held in 
Naples, Italy on 17 November, 2011. 

 
Dr. Puliti, on his part, gave an overview of the EBRD’s objectives and role, saying that the Bank is inter-
ested in financing projects, together with national and commercial partners, related to infrastructure trans-
formation, such as water, waste management, airport terminals, ground transportation, and other specific 

priority projects of interest to each country, such as agricultural projects and marketing.  
 
―The EBRD has gained a lot of experience in 
Eastern Europe and Western Asia. We are 

now looking towards North Africa and the 
Middle East, and we consider PAM as the 
ideal partner, since it has in place an efficient 
network of relations with these countries‖, Dr. 

Puliti said. 
 
Dr. Piazzi and Dr. Puliti agreed to establish 
regular contacts and to have additional discus-

sions on those issues of common interest, in 
order to draw up a plan of action which would 
lead to further infrastructure developments in 
the PAM region.   
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PAM Meetings and Work Plan 2012  

Palazzo Spinola, St. Julians Malta   -   www.pam.int -   info@pam.int -   Tel: (356) 2248 4218 

 

 Dates Activities and Events  Venues/ Remarks  

 

30 January 

 

19th Bureau Meeting Amman, Jordan 

17-18 February 

PAM / UN / OCSE Meeting on the 

constitutional reform process in 

Bosnia-Herzegovina  

House of Representatives 

Valleta, Malta 

21 March  Mediterranean Day  
National Events in PAM 

Member States 

March  
Meeting of the Financial Group  

of the PAM Panel  
France  

1-3 April 
DIHAD Conference and  

Consultation with GCC 
Dubai 

29-30 April 

 

 1st, 2nd and 3rd Standing Committee 

Task Forces 

20th  Bureau Meeting  

The Grand National 

Assembly, 

Ankara, Turkey 

First week of  

May 

 3rd Consultative Meeting with the 

Permanent Representatives of PAM 

Members States in Geneva 

UN, Geneva 

First week of 

September 

 UN GA High-Level Segment and 

Consultation with US Administration, 

Congress and Senate 

New York and  

Washington DC 

25-27 October 

 

7th PAM Plenary Session 

21st Bureau Meeting  

House of Representatives, 

Malta  


